After a busy start to my second term I am
back with my newsletter.
I am delighted to be re-elected as the Police and Crime Commissioner of
West Mercia and will continue my fight on reducing crime and keeping our
communities safe.

Restrictions Lifting
I welcome the recent announcement that restrictions will be lifted, but I would also
encourage people to exercise judgment and take personal responsibility as we all learn
to live with the virus.
As more and more people return to doing the things we love and spending time with the
people we have missed, it’s important we remember to act responsibly.

New Chief Constable
I am delighted to announce my chosen candidate of Pippa Mills has now been officially
confirmed as the next Chief Constable of West Mercia Police.
Following a thorough two day process, the current Essex Deputy Chief Constable Pippa
Mills was chosen as my preferred candidate. She will bring a wealth of experience from
her service in Essex and the Metropolitan Police.
Pippa Mills said “I am incredibly proud to have been confirmed as the first female Chief
Constable of West Mercia Police. I look forward to commencing in the force in
September and give my commitment to lead the women and men of West Mercia Police
to work with our communities and partners to deliver quality policing services.”

Find out more

Deputy PCC to continue post
I am pleased to say Tracey Onslow has been confirmed to continue her post as Deputy
Police and Crime Commissioner.
Tracey Onslow said “It’s an honour to continue in this role, and I look forward to carrying
on my work with communities, the police and other partners to drive improvements and
make West Mercia safer for all.”

Find out more

Additional funding for Operation Lincoln
I am pleased to announce that the Government has answered my call for funding to
support Operation Lincoln, the specialist independent investigation into the care of
mothers and babies at the Shrewsbury and Telford NHS Trust.
The Home Office has confirmed that £4 million in additional funding will be
available.This is an incredibly important investigation that will provide justice for the
victims and families affected.

Find out more

Additional Funding for West Mercia Rape and Sexual
Abuse Support Centre

Victims are at the forefront of everything I do, so it was completely unacceptable to hear
these vital services were at risk.
I have agreed to increase funding and work with other partners to ensure these vital
services can continue. Recognising that both short and long term approach is required I
have offered an additional immediate £100,000 for the service to ensure that additional
and ongoing support can continue.

Find out more

The Knife Angel
Last month I had the pleasure of attending the welcoming ceremony of the The Knife
Angel, A National Monument against Violence and Aggression at Hereford Cathedral.
The Knife Angel has been a great success with many people coming from afar to visit it.
Knives are often held in innocence or ignorance of their illegality, so a knife bank was
placed by the Angel to allow people to deposit knives anonymously.

The Steer Clear Project
My Deputy PCC Tracey Onslow recently visited a group of art students from Hereford
College of Arts who have created a film about the dangers and consequences of knife
crime as part of the Steer Clear project.
Steer Clear aims to safeguard and prevent the criminalisation of young people who are
suspected to be involved in knife related crime.This is a project I am proud to be part of

and have provided funding towards a director to help create the students' film.

PCC secures more than £800,000 for communities

I am thrilled to have been awarded more money to help make our communities safer.
Greenlands (Redditch) and Sutton Hill (Telford) will benefit from funding to tackle crime
and improve community safety, after partners and I successfully securing a portion of
£18.3 million as part of the Government’s Safer Streets fund to tackle neighbourhood
crime, and build safer communities.

Find out more

The Hollie Guard App
Deputy PCC Tracey Onslow recently visited the launch of the Hollie Guard app in
Hereford.
This incredible app turns your phone into a FREE personal safety device. All you need
to do is download the Hollie Guard app and give your phone a shake or tap to activate.

Find out more

Helen's Story
In June I was part of Helen's Story, a short film from the Drive Project that talks about
the importance of perpetrator intervention by looking at Helen's story - a survivor of
domestic abuse.
I was proud to be part of this film as I believe perpetrators interventions, delivered with
quality victim support can change the lives of people affected by domestic abuse. I am
pleased that we are delivering the Drive programme in Worcestershire and
Herefordshire, with the aim to see it delivered across the rest of West Mercia.

Watch video here

Neighbourhood Matters Launched

I’m pleased to see the launch of Neighbourhood Matters, a brand new community
messaging service.This fantastic service allows you to sign up for local police alerts,
receive information about crime in your area and more.
I have heard loud and clear that you want your police force to be more visible and
accessible – Neighbourhood Matters is just one way of achieving that. Neighbourhood
Matters also follows commitments set out in the Local Policing Charter to improve local
policing delivery and providing a service that communities both expect and deserve.

Local Policing Charter

Sign up here

PCC funded speed cameras to improve safety on A449

Work is underway to install average speed cameras along the 50mph stretch of the
A449 Hartlebury – Ombersley, Worcestershire.
Too many people are dying or being seriously injured on our roads. Road safety
continues to be at the heart of my work, with my focus being on tackling inappropriate
speed and driver behavior. Schemes such as this are a vital tool to ensure we reduce
the life changing impact of poor driver behaviour on our roads.

Find out more

I am launching a new series of the Safer
West Mercia podcast.
Who do you want on next?
Let me know via my social channels or
email below.
Previous podcasts

Please bear in mind that the office of the PCC is currently transitioning to being back in the office,
whilst able to take phone calls to the usual number, we would encourage you to make contact
by emailing opcc@westmercia.pnn.police.uk or by using the social pages 'westmerciapcc' on
Facebook and Twitter. Any members of the public needing to call the office can do so between 09:00
and 17:00, Monday - Friday.
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